As an international volunteer in Turkey, Dreams Academy

H Buﬂdlng up the Alternatlve Camp
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| am sitting at the table on the construction side, drinking some blackd@atiny glasses, taking a

break from work. And once again | am amazed at faigly the work is going orWhat was an old
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came here from England after a short holiday in Germany, where | am originally from and where |

have finisheHigh schoolast year. | took a gap year to get away from theoretical school life and do

some social work. | have worked with horesd people for nine months in England, and well, now |

am here. Helping to build up Alternative Camp.

| should explain a bit about the project. We are building a camp for children and young adults with
disabilities and social disadvantagesiere they ca take part in different workshop, learn, develop
themselves and enjoy themselves. For that we are renovating an old school building near the village
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horsefarm, there is darm, where lots of different plants are growing organicadigd a ship, which is
going to be used for scuba diving. Only recently the Dream Academy also got the area of an old
dolphin park. We want to transform it intogace for sailig.

| arrived about two weeks ago and already a lot has happened and has changed. When harrived
the end of June the school building was just a ruin, plaster coming off the walls and loads of spiders
running around all over the placBlow it the resurdcing has started and all the dirt is goAad

where now the complete fendation for the kitchen is, was only a pile of stones. The ship made its
maiden voyage and is now ready waiting for the children. The plants at the field are now growing
lively afteran irrigation system has been installed.

Coming from Europe it took me a while to get used to the way things are dealt withMegre.

impression is that people work a lot more spontaneously here. | am used to fixed working hours, a
plan for what is donevhen and how, a strict hierarchy in between the workérsi Q& y2aG t A1 S
There is no real separation between work and free time, all people who are involved in the project

are having dinner together in the evenings, whether volunteer or bossAARd 0 KSNB | NBy Qi
tools for some work or there is a problem, there is no problem, because the people are inventive and
just find a way to do it. | am fascinated anyway with which simple methods, tools and materials the
work is doneJust lotsof human power.
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So what did | experience the last days and weeks?

Thursday, 27 ™ June

After a whole day of travelling | finally arrived. To this hquse s :
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course it iswhat did | expectAlone the bus ride was different. | wish =
coach drivers in England were a bit more like the ones here. When t,
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Germany either.
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beautiful landscapeThe coast with lots of little peninsulas and one (Greek?!) island onidegan

the other these stunning mountains, whialne nowcovered inmysticdust

Saturday, 29 ™ June
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here, | feel a little bit lost. Buthad a wonderful breakfast prepared from Hgkhe project and

volunteers coordinatot, |have already seen all the different projects and in the end of the day |
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go-to person here.
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farewell to everyone thereThen | spent some time back in Germany, saying Hello and Goodbye at

the same time. Well, and now | am here. | have been on this sweet ship at the Marina nhétzak

the workers at the school, which is going to be the main bit of the Camp, | was tgptbal Turkish

bazaar, | have been working on this charming little farm somewhere in the mountains.

Thursday, 4 ™ July
So it is Thursday? | have already completelyttask oftime.

| have been working at the farm most of the lastyd. | have

learnt how to till the soil, so that the earth around the plants

is soft and can keep humidity better. Some of the local

T NYSNE Rreiypaits agdll, dh8yNust till every
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to pay for water and for example the melons will taste very

sweet, if they grow without much water. | have learnt that
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the water in hot sun can cause the leaves to get burnt. | was

never muchnterested in gardening and farming, but | fell in

love with this little farm herel like that everything is

growing organically thereandiQa 2dzad 2y S 2F GKS
peaceful places | have ever been to.

Anyway, it is quite relaxing to be there in the mounta
Without internet, without books, without television.
Nothing to distract oneself. Very nice for achariggi Qa 2dza i &dzOK | y2iKSNJ 62 NI

Close to the farm is the house of a friend of Ercan, the head of the
whole Dreams Academy. We had a very nice baue there and

some of our people were making some music. Generally many of our S §
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like a little celebration every time. :




Todayl was working at the construction sidehysical work. Somethirtgat | am not used to but |
enjoyed it a lot. It makes a huge difference, weather you are sitting in front of books or a computer
all day and in the end only your eyes are stiff, your head aches and your body feels unused and is
dreading for some exercis®r you work, use your body and in the end of the day you can see the
product, the outcome of your work.

Friday, 5 ™ July

Spent most of the day in and on the water. So nice, swimming in thé sea.
usually doget thepossibilityvery often to go ¢ the sea. Maybe once a
year. So it is always something very spectak sea smell, the salty

water, the sound of the waves. So, at first we helped at the old dolphin
farm. ItQ a shame in what little space the animals must have been kept
there, | am gladt is now going to be used as a sailing club instead. Later
and two other volunteers went onto a diving ship. Not for diving, just for swimming. And in the
evening our own boatnadeits first cruise with usn beard.

| amfascinatedand irritated at the same time with what simple methods, materials and tools people
work here. For example taking off the fence at the
dolphin park. It coudn®be reached from the land.
So a little swimminglatform was build with an
swimming hoop and the bottom of an old sun
umbrella. e person has to climb onto it and hold
balance, while one or two others try to support him.
With that construction the fence cut be cut off.
There is about andur video of thidifficult and
funnyundertaking.And how creative!

The same at the schodlhe old brigksare being
reusead. From them, a pile of stones all shapes,
some water X. And X. Wholewall foundations are
beingbuilt. Without any machine$ovels,asmall
hammer andwo wheelbarrows are the only tools.




Tuesday, 9™ July

Today is the first day @Ramazasd® ¢ Kl G YSIFya &2YS ¢hdSeating, ®t | NE R2AY:
drinking, not smoking all day untté sun goes down. | am not sure if | like the idea. Fasting to clean

your body and to experience how poor people must feel, sounds good. But not even drinking water

in this heat?

L KIFE@Sy Qi YSi Yoh WNBandéSeh lels &1 arg Wed reRydinstead | had a lot of
interesting conversations and discussions about religion
and other topics like Democracy, compulsory military
service, the importance of the family in different
cultures.By thewayyy Yl 6 &2dz OF yQi
protestsk £ £ 2 FSNJ ¢tdzNNFeD BFf &
conversations ending in this topic, and sometimes peoplés
start to sing the hymns of the movement. Yes, and | saw#
one silent protest on thenainsquare2 ¥ Y I 0 & t £
standing still and looking, in rememimee of one
protester who did the same in GeRark and was
arrested for that.

Thursday, 11" July

oDasGlick der Erde liegt auf dem Ricken der Pférdiates a German saying: Tipeatest
happiness on earth is sitting in the saddle of a horse.

| have been riding, properlyorseriding, for the first timein my life. And that in this beautiful
landscape in the mountains. We must have lookkeld postcardmotive:)




Even without riding it is always nice to spend some time at the horse farm. There is always something
to see or try. For example newborn chickevho are only a couple of hours old. Or we wetry
homemade goats cheese, homemade yoghurt, homemade coke.

Friday, 12 ™ July

I know a few bits of Turkish by now, bu®ibongnot enough tocommunicate or follow complicated
conversations. Luckily all young people speak English very well. And a lattefiedw some bits of
German.So put bgether a Turkish guy of medium age, who dd2know English, but some bits of
German. Then a Turkisiigh schooktudent who knows English very well, but no German. Add an
Californian girl, who has been living in Berlin for a ydad a Gerran girl, who hardly knows any
Turkish, but English. And then watch them how they communicatédsithey are carrying stones in
the midday summer heat.

Here some more pictures of the oddhool = new Academy:







